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Tales from a 
framer’s workshop

My father first started picture 
framing in the 1960’s from 
the cellar at our home. I don’t 
recall the early days (well I 
wasn’t born until 1968) but he 
soon found there was quite a 
calling for his services in the 
local area and so the business 
soon expanded. 
It has gone through many 
changes over the years and 
seen technology make its mark 
but the fundamentals remain 
pretty much the same. One thing 
that hasn’t changed is the huge 
variety of work we get   
asked to frame.

We once framed a floorboard 
from the famous Hacienda 
nightclub (after it closed they 
sold parts of the club off). It was 
framed within a large box  
frame and screwed in place  
from the back. 

Another memorable framing 
job was six full size old cinema 
posters – each one was around 

10 feet tall by 5 feet wide – these 
were owned by the entrepreneur 
Gerald Hitman who also asked us 
if we could hang them within his 
amazing home in the Lancashire 
village of Brockhole (which Mr 
Hitman had developed). We had 
to get special moulding for the 
frames to fit them and special 
Perspex to reduce the weight. 

We have framed numerous items 
of sporting memorabilia including 
a pair of boxing gloves signed by 
Muhammad Ali, a signed shirt 
worn by Pele, various signed 
cricket balls and bats, footballs, 
rugby balls, shirts from all sports 
and even helmets, chin pads, 
boots and much more!

Music memorabilia is another 
area we have vast experience in – 
we have framed albums, posters, 
concert programmes and tickets, 
guitar picks and strings, keys 
from a piano, a trumpet and 
many other items.

A few years ago, a chap asked if 
we could frame a tree branch – it 

turned out that a small area of 
woodland was being cut down to 
make way for housing. The man 
had met his future wife in the 
woods as a young child and they 
had made a small tree house 
on a particular branch where 
they would meet as kids. Years 
later they married and bought a 
house near the woods and would 
take their dog there daily. The 
customer had already been and 
cut down the branch to keep it. 
We preserved the branch using 
a sealant and then fixed it to a 
large plinth which we fitted within 
a large specially made frame.

I’ll also always remember when 
someone asked us to frame the 
dung of a rare African monkey 
(yes, it’s true). It just looked like 
dirty hay but we found a  
way to frame it!
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There are some genuinely funny 
moments at times… perhaps 
the most memorable is when 
someone brought in the skin that 
a Tarantula had shed (which to all 
intents and purposes still looks 
like a Tarantula) and asked if we 
could frame it. Well of course we 
could! One of our framers is well 
known for being easily scared by 
spiders – at the sight of a spider 
she will, quite literally, run away. 
Her fellow framers thought it 
would be ‘fun’ to leave this job for 
her… when she opened the small 
box containing the skin, she let 
out a scream that was probably 
heard across Huddersfield  
before sprinting out of the 

building! I’m not sure she has 
ever really forgiven her  fellow 
framers for that.

A lot of what we frame are 
personal items, and some can be 
‘very’ personal, but I will say no 
more on that subject other than 
such jobs certainly make  
our framers blush.

We have also been entrusted  
with some very expensive 
items over the years including 
more than one original by L.S. 
Lowry as well as originals by 
Picasso, Matisse and Hockney. 
We have also framed and/or 
reglazed various museum works 
using museum level framing 

procedures (conservation 
materials and methods). 

Given the vast number of jobs 
we undertake it is, perhaps, no 
surprise that mistakes get made 
(thankfully very occasionally). 
My father recalls how, early in 
the business, one of his framers 
rubbed out what she thought 
was a ‘smudge’ on the paper on a 
print he had been asked to frame. 
It turned out the ‘smudge’ was 
the artist’s signature and it was 
really quite an expensive print. 
My father sourced a replacement 
from a London gallery at his own 
expense and the customer went 
on to be a regular for many years.
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Article courtesy of Mike Baggs, AC Gallery
www.acgallery.co.uk
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We’ve also unearthed some gems 
when framing old items – we 
once found a small sketch in the 
back of a frame, placed behind 
the main picture. The sketch 
was by Helen Bradley and later 
valued at over £2,000. We also 
once found an almost full copy of 
The Times from the early 1900’s 
in the back of a frame – we often 
find old newspapers in the back 
of frames as they offered an 
easy way to ‘pad out’ the back of 
frames to help keep items flat in 
the earlier days of framing. I can 
also recall finding an old family 
photo in the back of a vintage 
portrait that had come in to be 
repaired. The photo turned out 

to be one that the family had  
assumed lost decades earlier and 
they were thrilled to rediscover it.

To be entrusted to frame 
anything is always something we 
take very seriously. Whether an 
item has financial or sentimental 
value they are all treated with 
the same great care. The variety 
of items we receive is amazing 
and we still get some genuine 
challenges but it’s what makes 
the job so interesting!
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to ‘Queens Sports and 
Fitness Club’ who won the Yorkshire Premier 
Squash league this season by a huge 81 
points. It is the first time in almost a decade 
that the club has won this prestigious title.

Head coach and team captain Sarah Campion 
said: “Without our fantastic sponsors none 
of this would have been possible, so a 
huge thank you goes to Eastwood Financial 
Services for their generosity and unwavering 
support this season.” 


